[Evolution of seronegative arthritis].
The paper is concerned with the results of a follow up of 67 patients with seronegative arthritis. The average duration of observation was 7.6 yrs. Diagnoses in 4 patients were established on a repeated clinicolaboratory and x-ray study: ankylosing spondylitis, Reiter's syndrome, Yersinia arthritis and gonorrheal arthritis. A picture of seropositive rheumatoid arthritis was noted in 16 patients (24%). In 47 patients arthritis remained seronegative. Of them in 30 patients a course of disease did not differ from that of seropositive rheumatoid arthritis. Considerable progression of disease was noted at the acute onset of disease with multiple involvement of the joints and a high inflammatory and immunological activity of a process. A morphological investigation of the synovial bioptates in 20 patients did not reveal a classical picture of rheumatoid synovitis even in a prolonged course of seronegative rheumatoid arthritis. The authors defined two variants of morphological changes in the synovial tissue in this group corresponding to a benign and progressive course of seronegative RA.